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ABSTRACT 
 

The Johns Hopkins University School of Nursing (JHU SON) is a leading educator of advanced 
practice nurses (APNs) in Maryland and nationally.  The JHU SON promotes innovative and 
responsive educational programs to address contemporary health care needs.  Beginning fall 
2014 all master’s nursing students at JHU SON will have, as part of their curricula, course 
content and clinical experiences related to substance use screening, brief intervention and referral 
to treatment (SBIRT).  This innovative curriculum, supported by funding from the Substance 
Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) is preparing future advanced 
practice nurses (APNs) to address the continuum of substance use across the lifespan.  To help 
students translate this learning into practice requires that APNs currently in practice, especially 
preceptors, also have adequate alcohol screening and brief intervention (SBI) knowledge and 
competency.  However, most current APNs do not have the knowledge and skills to deliver SBI 
or precept students seeking to gain competency in SBI because this particular content has been 
lacking from nursing curricula for decades. Thus, there is a pressing need to provide this 
education to the current APN workforce while simultaneously educating the future APN 
workforce.  
 
The overarching goal of this project is to increase the number of APNs currently serving as 
preceptors for APN students who have sufficient knowledge and competency in alcohol SBI and 
are able to champion its adoption within their practice setting. The specific outcome objectives 
for this project include APNs’ alcohol SBI knowledge, competency, skills related to precepting 
nursing students in relation to alcohol SBI, and readiness and confidence to implement alcohol 
SBI in their practice setting. To achieve these objectives we propose to develop, implement and 
evaluate: 1) an online self-paced alcohol SBI curriculum, with accompanying toolkit especially 
tailored for practicing APNs; 2) a hands on competency two day workshop for APNs who 
precept nursing students that covers components related to alcohol SBI, individual knowledge 
and competency as well as competency for precepting students, and 3) a guide for implementing 
alcohol SBI in their practice setting. To achieve the three outcome objectives we have three 
development objectives (develop the online SBI curriculum, the workshop and the tool kit) and 
two implementation objectives (provide the self-paced modules and the skill-based workshop). 
	  


